Marxist approach to the Family

Quotes:

‘Marriage is…incontestably a form of exclusive private property’ (Marx).

‘The need for security in a brutal society hostile to human happiness, is misnamed as love’ (Meighan).

‘For men, the denial of opportunities for excellence under Capitalism leads…to a search for power and self-esteem in the sexual arena’ (Meighan).

‘When wives play their traditional roles as takers of shit, they often absorb their husbands legitimate anger and frustration in a way which poses no challenge to the system’ (Ansley).

‘The child is, in fact, primarily taught not how to survive in society, but how to submit to it’ (Cooper).

Key Marxist ideas (in relation to the family)

· It supports capitalism. The family is part of the superstructure. It passes on ideologies that justify inequality. This passing on of ideology enables the bourgeoisie to maintain control of the economic base.

· The family evolved in order to establish paternity in order to protect private property

· The family is oppressive. It inhibits creativity.

· The family is an ‘ideological conditioning device’.

Evaluation of the Marxist approach

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Explores the role of ‘oppressive ideologies’.
	Approach toward the family rests on assumptions about the nature of society i.e. that it is based on conflict between opposing groups. Could society be based on consensus?

	Offers explanation for the development of the family.
	Ignores family diversity. Sees the nuclear family as being simply determined by the economy. It ignores how change may come about because of legal and attitudinal changes.

	Acknowledges the dark-side of the family
	Many do not experience that family as oppressive.

	Links the family to inequality in capitalist society
	Radical Feminists suggest that Marxists ignore the patriarchal nature of society

	Offers critical approach
	Too critical? 


Similarities between Marxism and Functionalism

Differences between Marxism and Functionalism
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