Arguments for the Monarchy

· an impartial symbolic Head of State above politics, commercial and factional interests 

· a focus for national unity, national awards and honours and national institutions 

· a Head of State whom we share with 16 other independent countries because she is their Queen too and that links us all together amazingly and most valuably. 

· the Head of the Commonwealth because all 54 countries recognise her as this and so she is a special unifying symbol for them too 

· the centrepiece of colourful non-political ceremonial and national celebrations 

· separate from the Head of Government (the Prime Minister), unlike in some countries where the two are combined, often with difficulty 

· able to give impartial non-political support to the work of a wide range of different types of organizations, faiths, charities, artists, craftsmen etc 

· a Head of State completely under the democratic control of Parliament but not having to change every few years in divisive elections 

· at the head of a Royal Family who can share the duties and represent the Queen 

· a constant, lasting symbolic head of the country with links back through our whole history and assured lines of continuity into the future 

· a worldwide well-known and respected symbol of our country carrying out State Visits and goodwill tours in other countries 

For more go to http://www.monarchy.net
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Arguments against the monarchy

Monarchy Denies Us A Basic Right: 

It should be a fundamental right of the people of this country to elect their Head of State rather than the office being the sole prerogative of one family. The denial of this right debases our democracy and fails to apply the principle of accountability throughout our constitutional system. Elected heads of state are accountable for their actions and subject to the people in a way that no hereditary monarch can ever be. 

Monarchy Devalues Our Parliamentary System: 

Our ceremonial parliamentary events include a mass of obsolete customs and out of date procedures, given apparent constitutional legitimacy by means of a bogus historical resonance - for example, the State Opening of Parliament is perceived to be an ancient ceremony, but it is in fact little more than a century old. Through governments' use of Crown prerogative powers, issues of major importance are exempted from the normal democratic process, and consequently the executive is not properly held to account. The rules of the House of Commons even prevent MPs from discussing the monarchy in the Chamber, and all MPs are required to swear an oath of allegiance to the Queen, irrespective of their personal beliefs. 

Monarchy Corrodes And Diminishes Our Society: 

It Is Discriminatory 

At no time have members of the royal family shared the everyday experiences and struggles of ordinary people in such key areas of life as housing, education, health care and employment. Worse, the monarchy is the embodiment of class, racial and religious divisions in our society. 

It Demands Deference 

The very way we are required to address the royal family, even the most junior members, is part of an attempt to keep us 'in our place'. 

It Is The Enemy Of Merit And Aspiration 

Every child but one growing up in Britain knows that, irrespective of their individual merit, they will never be 'good enough' to become Head of State. 

It Devalues Intellect And Achievement 

Royals bolster their position with unearned symbols of achievement. They accept posts as chancellors of our universities, debasing true academic merit. They appoint themselves to top military ranks, bedecking themselves in fancy uniforms and undeserved medals, belittling the work of true professionals and the memory of those who made genuine sacrifices. They occupy positions as patrons of innumerable charities, degrading the genuine efforts of those truly engaged at the sharp end of charitable work. 

It Harms Us All 

In denying the right of ordinary citizens to represent their country as Head of State, the hereditary system condemns each heir to the throne to an abnormal childhood. Whereas the stresses this imposes were formerly easy to disguise, modern communications have harshly exposed them. The pressures are now evident for all to see and have already had very adverse effects on the current heir to the throne and his children. They are guaranteed a damaging childhood. We are guaranteed a damaged Head of State. 

Overall 

Republic believes that to reform our system we must start at the top, and remove what is the ultimate symbol of unfairness and elitism - the unelected hereditary monarchy. In a modern and supposedly democratic society no one should be expected to defer to another simply because of their birth. It does not make for a society which is at ease with itself, and it encourages attitudes which are more suited to a bygone age of imperialism than to a modern nation. Maintaining a privileged royal family diminishes our society and encourages a feeling of dependency in many people who should instead have confidence in themselves and their fellow citizens. 

We, 'the people', should be sovereign, not the offspring of one family retained at public expense to occupy the top job in our system, permanently. 

For more go to http://www.republic.org.uk/ 

