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Using Hot potatoes
DELEGATE NOTES

Session objectives

· To review and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of existing humanities’ web pages to aid learning and teaching;

· To write interactive materials using Hot Potatoes 
The Education Forum

· To begin, open up www.educationforum.co.uk. It has several main sections, for example Key Stage 3 area (accessed through the left-hand pane).

· Go back to www.educationforum.co.uk and click on KS3 History.

· Now to Year 8 and sample the Henry VIII activities, the execution sources lesson and Charles I decision game as well as the civil rights lessons.

· Now let’s look at Key Stage 4 History by clicking on History GCSE (also found at www.historygcse.org): This micro site dedicated to GCSE History aims to:
· Serve as a resource for revision notes and sample exam material.

· Provide lesson activities pupils can complete online.

· Provide self-marking interactive testing of knowledge online.

· Encourage independent study habits.

· Encourage home-school links.

· Provide students with access to their teachers after hours and on study leave.

· Scaffold internet use for students by linking to some of the best other educational 
websites available.

Now, complete the following activities, considering the merits and disadvantages of using a web page to aid learning.
· Log on to www.educationforum.co.uk, then choose History GCSE in the left-hand menu.

· Go to History of Medicine Lessons − feel free to sample anything you like. In order to see a range of activities, however, you might wish to look at Liberal Reforms, Jenner Pasteur etc., and Interactive Diagrams and any of the tests.

· Go back to History GCSE and go to History of Germany 1919-45. Sample any of the lessons listed..

· Go to Exam Practice to look at sources papers and mark schemes. Would this approach be useful in your subject? Which groups of children would benefit most from this information?

· Go to Ask a Teacher – students can ask me questions and email completed work as a file attachment. Would you feel comfortable with your students being able to access you in this way? Who might it benefit? What are the possible pitfalls?

· From the homepage, now click on A Level Sociology 
· The sociology pages hold online almost the entire A-level curriculum. How could you apply some of these applications to your own humanities subject area?
Creating online materials

One of the main applications used on my website is Hot Potatoes, which produces a range of interactive quizzes

Using Hot Potatoes in humanities
Hot Potatoes is a set of six programs that can be used to create interactive web-based exercises. Created by the University of Victoria in Australia, this software can be used freely by educational institutions provided that the created quizzes are freely available online. The six programs are:

· JBC, which creates multiple choice exercises; 

· JQuiz, which creates short answer exercises;

· JMix, which creates jumbled sentence exercises;

· JCross, which creates crosswords;

· JMatch, which creates a matching exercise;

· JCloze, which creates a ‘fill in the blanks’ exercise.

Where can I get Hot Potatoes? 

You can download the program from www.halfbakedsoftware.com. The current version is Version 6.0 and is available in both Windows and Macintosh formats. Once downloaded, obtain a registration key from the same page, which will be emailed to you. To register the software, open one of the Hot Potatoes packages, pull down the Help drop-down menu and select Register. If the package is not registered, it cannot be used to its full potential as you will be limited to a small number of questions or activities in your quizzes.

If you are prompted to register, use this user name and password (you can get your own registration details once you download your own version of the software):

User name: andy walker
Key: LKKM-CZPT-SITH

How do I create a Hot Potato exercise? 

The format for all the quizzes is: 

· Write the quiz.

· Customize the look, feel and navigation.

· Save the master quiz.

· Export to create a web document (HTML).
Multiple choice questions using JBC

These are useful for factual recall exercises, either as starters or plenaries.
1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JBC.
2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name. 

3. In the Question box, write your question. 

4. In the Answer boxes, write the answer options and indicate which one (or more) of the answers is/are correct in the checkboxes on the left-hand side. 

5. Write some useful feedback against each answer. This may help the user work out which is the correct answer second time around or discover why they got it wrong. If this is not done, the package will simply give the feedback ‘Correct’ or ‘Sorry! Try again’. 

6. To go to the next question, click on the up arrow at the side of the question number. 

7. Insert further questions as needed. 

8. Customise your quiz by clicking on the Options menu and selecting Configure output. This opens up a new box with several headings: 

· Titles/instructions: This enables you to customise any titles or instructions.

· Prompts/feedback: Enables specific responses to be used.

· Buttons: This is where you can add hyperlinks to the next quiz or your homepage.

· Appearance: Here you can change the look of your quiz by changing the colour. 

9. Save the data by clicking on the floppy disk icon. 

10. Finally, export to an HTML or web page format by clicking on the spider's web button. This saves your quiz as a web page, which can be viewed through a browser. 

Short answer questions

1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JQuiz.
2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name.

3. In the Question box, write your question. 

4. In the Answers box, add all the possible answers that you would accept. 

5. Customise as for the multiple choice questions exercise and save your puzzle. 

6. Export the completed work into a web format by clicking on the web button on the toolbar.  

Jumbled sentence exercise

These are useful for chronological sequencing in history and for basic literacy work across all humanities subjects.

1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JMix.

2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name.

3. In the Sentence box, insert your sentence with each word and punctuation mark 
on a new line. 
4. Customise as for the multiple choice questions exercise and save your puzzle. 

5. Export the completed work into a web format by clicking on the web button on the toolbar.

Crosswords

This is useful for factual recall exercises either as a starter or plenary.

1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JCross.
2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name.

3. EITHER: Enter your crossword on to the grid and create it manually;
OR: Using the Manage grid menu, select Automatic grid maker. 

4. This opens a new window. Enter the words you want for the crossword in the space and the size of the crossword, and then click Make the grid. This creates the grid for you. 

5. Press the Add clues button. 

6. Highlight the word you want, enter a clue in the space underneath and click on the tick. 

7. Repeat for all the clues.

8. Configure as for the multiple choice questions exercise and save your completed puzzle. 

9. Export the completed work into a web format by clicking on the web button on the toolbar. 
Matching exercises

These are useful for cause-and-effect-type exercises or for chronological sequencing.

1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JMatch. 
2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name.

3. In the left-hand column, enter the fixed objects you are checking. Please note that 
these can be images. 

4. In the corresponding right-hand column, add the correct answer. 

5. Configure as for the multiple choice questions exercise and save your completed puzzle. 

6. Export the completed work into a web format by clicking on the web button on the toolbar. 

Fill in the blanks

These are useful as the development section of an online lesson, following either teacher input or student reading.

1. Open Hot Potatoes and click on JCloze. 
2. Click on the Title box and give your quiz a name. 

3. Inside the main box, enter the text you wish to use. This can be copied from a Word document etc. using Cut and Paste.

4. Highlight specific words in the text and click on the Gap button. This opens a new window in which you can enter a clue for that word. 

5. Continue through the passage, repeating step 4 as necessary. 

6. Alternatively, click on the Auto-gap function and the package selects words for you. 

7. Configure as for the multiple choice questions exercise and save your completed puzzle. 

8. Export the completed work into a web format by clicking on the web button on the toolbar.

Note: It is also quite useful to install Hot Potatoes on a school network and allow students to create and display their own sequences of revision activities.
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