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For hundreds of years Christian Europe had regarded the Jews as the
Christ -killers. At one time or another Jews had been driven out of
almost every European country. The way they were treated in
England 1n the thirteenth century is a typical example.
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PPllation was very large.
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After the First World War hundreds of Jews were blamed for the
defeat in the War. Prejudice against the Jews grew during the
economic depression which followed. Many Germans were poor
and unemployed and wanted someone to blame. They turned on the
Jews, many of whom were rich and successful in business.



Between 1939 and 1945

six million Jews were §
murdered, along with

others, such as Gypsies,
Jehovah’s Witnesses,

disabled and the
mentally 1ll.
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A MAP OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND DEATH CAMPS
USED BY THE NAZIS.
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The smoking chimney of the Hadamar Killing Center.
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Portrait of two-year-old
Mania Halef, a Jewish
child who was among the
33,771 persons shot by
the SS during the mass
executions at Babi Yar,
September, 1941.






| Bales of hair shaven
from women at
Auschwitz, used to
make felt-yarn.
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After liberation, an Allied
soldier displays a stash of
gold wedding rings taken
from victims at Buchenwald. |






“Until September 14, 1939 my life
was typical of a young Jewish boy
in that part of the world in that

- period of time.

I lived in a Jewish community

surrounded by gentiles. Aside

from my immediate family, I had
y relatives a w all the

after my Bar Mitzvah, my
exploded. O

In the course of the next five and a
half years I lost my entire family
and almost everyone I ever knew.

- Death, violence and brutality
became a daily occurrence in my
life while I was still a young
teenager.”

- Leonard Lerer, 1991



