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The Bourbon Restoration 1815-30

In what state did France emerge from the Revolution and Napoleonic period?
Why and how was the Bourbon monarchy restored?
What difficulties did the Bourbon monarchy face in 1815?
How important were the other Great powers in the Restoration of the Bourbons
Why was the church such a conservative force in these years?
What were the successes and failures of the reign of Louis XVIII?
What were the successes and failures of the reign of Charles X?
What were the long and short term causes of the 1830 Revolt
How have historians interpreted the 1830 Revolt – Marxists and Revisionists?

	
	
	

	
The Reign of Louis Philippe 1830-48

What were the real and symbolic differences between the Bourbon monarchy and the Orleanist monarchy?
How important were foreign powers in the emergence of Louis Philippe and how did they react to him?
What were the successes and failures of Louis Philippe’s domestic policy?
Why did republicanism, socialism and Bonapartism grow in the Louis Philippe years?
Why did traditional conservatives and the Church oppose Louis Philippe?
Was Louis Philippe’s foreign policy a success or a failure?
What were the causes of the 1848 revolt
How have historians interpreted the 1848 Revolt – Marxists and Revisionists?
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The Second Republic

What was the narrative of political events 1848-51?
Why was the second republic so short lived?
What were the causes and significance of the ‘June Days’?
What was the significance of the Loi Falloux?
Why was Louis Napoleon able to emerge as president?
How was Louis Napoleon able to go from president to Emperor?
How have historians interpreted the rise of Napoleon III – Marxists and revisionists?

	
	
	

	
The Second Empire

To what extent did Napoleon III establish a dictatorship in France?
How liberal was the Liberal Empire?
What motivated Napoleon III’s foreign policy?
What were the main events in Napoleon III’s foreign policy?
What were the strengths and weaknesses of Napoleon III’s foreign policy?
What caused the fall of Napoleon III?
How should history remember Napoleon III?
How have historians interpreted Napoleon III – Marxists and revisionists?

	
	
	

	
The Third Republic

In what circumstances did the Third Republic emerge?
What were the causes and significance of the Paris Commune?
Why was the monarchy never restored?
Why did the Third Republic survive? – role of Thiers
What was the significance of the 1875 constitution?
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