How much opposition was there to the Nazis within Germany during the war years?
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As war continued to go badly, opposition to Nazis grew
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Edelweiss Pirates


Young girls and boys.


Anti-Hitler Youth


Some even sheltered army deserters and attacked Nazi officials








Swing Kids


Middle-class youths


Wanted to dance and listen to swing music which was banned under Nazis


Rebelled by wearing listening to Jazz, being friends with Jews.








White Rose Group


Students at University of Munich


Led by Hans and Sophie Scholl


Arrested by Gestapo for giving out anti-Nazi leaflets


Tortured and hanged











Opposition from Churches


Martin Niemoller/Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


Some Protestants tried to oppose the Nazis.


 Martin Niemoller set up the Confessional Church.  


He was sent to a concentration camp for 7 years and kept in solitary confinement.








Opposition from Military – July Bomb Plot


Leading army men tried to kill Hitler. They believed that Hitler’s leadership was dooming Germany to defeat. Claus von Stauffenberg carried the bomb in a briefcase and placed it on the floor while he left to make a phone-call. The bomb exploded killing four men in the hut. Hitler's right arm was badly injured but he survived the bomb blast.


It is estimated that around 4,980 Germans were executed after the July Plot. Hitler decided that the leaders should have a slow death. They were hung with piano wire from meat-hooks. Their executions were filmed and later shown to senior members of the Nazi party and the armed forces.











