

Lesson Plan

This particular lesson has been designed to last for one hour, but different ability groups will complete the tasks at different rates. The lesson should be delivered in the context of a class who have experienced a number of preparatory lessons on the “What is History” unit and will have some familiarity with some of the key words. The following lesson plan is one suggested outline of how the lesson can work.

Topic: What is History/Key Words
Key Elements
Historical Knowledge and Understanding

Literacy

Organisation and Communication

Chronology

Aims and Objectives: 
All pupils will be able to show an understanding of the “What is History” key words and most will be able to use them fluently.

Most pupils will have completed the mixed sentences exercises displaying their ability to use the key words fluently and in different contexts.

Some pupils will have extended their understanding of the key words putting together sophisticated sentences in the dominoes exercises.

Equipment and Resources

Suite of internet ready computers and teacher controlled interactive whiteboard connected to a networked computer. Most work will be completed on computer but laminated domino versions of the key words (2 words per domino) will also be needed for the dominoes exercise. (For additional differentiation extra related key words could be added to the dominoes.) Paper will be needed for printing.
Suggested Lesson Development
(Staff will adapt the resources to their circumstances and resources)

Register and settle class. Reinforce computer room rules.

Explain the objectives for today’s lesson. Get class to log on and access the front end of the web resource.

Explain the three sections of the computer based exercise – matching, sorting, and then the test. Show on the whiteboard how this works and is linked together. 

Display and revise some of the Key words in the first exercise on the Whiteboard.
Set the both exercise 1 and 2 as an individual or paired task (depending on pupil: computer ratio) for 20 minutes.
Review understanding of key words as whole group. (5 minutes).
Get the pupils to minimise their computer screens so they are not distracted and explain that they are now going to demonstrate what they have learnt by playing dominoes. Put the pupils into groups and explain the game. In this version of dominoes you can only place down a domino if you are able to construct a sentence which uses both the key words accurately in the same sentence. Observe and question all groups as they attempt task (20 mins).
Bring whole class together and take some examples from the groups. Explain that today’s plenary is going to involve and interactive test on “What is History”. Show exercise 3 on the whiteboard and set (15 minutes). A short Q and A plenary of “What we have learnt today” may also be appropriate.

Differentiation: SEN

By task using ICT activity and the dominoes game. Extension opportunities can be set up by careful manipulation of group membership.
Assessment: Homework/Continuation
Pupils could be set an extended piece of writing on "What is History" using a writing frame in which they have to use each key word accurately at least once.
